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But this is not all, for at the very time that he was recon-
ciling Belgrade with Budapest over Marseilles, he was doing
the same with Berlin and Paris over the Saar. In the historic
Saar plebiscite the decisive initiative at the decisive hour
rested with Anthony Eden.

As the time for the plebiscite drew nearer, uneasiness in
Europe spread. It was one of the problems the Allies had
shelved, not from any deep conviction that time would solve
it, but because French economic interest and political pre-
tension were so deeply ingrained as to defy compromise.
That the expiry of the League Commission should coincide
with the second anniversary of Hitler's rise to power, French
and more neutral observers regarded with much the same
helpless fascination as they would contemplate the action of
a time-bomb. Hitler identified the return of the Saar with
the removal of the one obstacle to Franco-German recon-
ciliation. He said so in his broadcast speech when Germany
left the League. The following month he made a formal
request to the French Ambassador for the return of the ter-
ritory. He returned to the attack in his speech to the Reich-
stag on January the 3Oth, 1934-

For France there were innumerable difficulties. It was
alien to her security to make arrangements outside the frame-
work of the League, while the behaviour of local Nazis gave
grounds for legitimate concern and caution. The painstaking
impartiality of Mr, Knox, the High Commissioner, was con-
verted by an even more painstaking German propaganda
into a regime of terror. On the whole the French were not
in the mood to make generous concessions. One of Barthou's
last public acts was to stress in a speech to the Council
France's 'exceptional interest* in and 'special responsibilities'
for the Saar. * France does not repudiate these responsibilities
and she would not evade them if an appeal were made to her/
German anger was further roused by reports that the